BLM    LIBRARY 


88019153 


LAHONTAN 
RANGELAND  PROGRAM 

SUMMARY 


OCTOBER  1985 


FERN 


TO 
RENO 


SF 
85.35 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
BUREAU  OF  LAND  MANAGEMENT 
CARSON  CITY  DISTRICT 
CARSON  CITY,  NEVADA 


UP  $MI# 


Lahontan  Resource  Management  Plan 
Rangeland  Program  Summary  (RP^LM  LIBRARY 

SC-324A,  SLOG  *n 

Previous  Actions  Relating  to  This  Document  r  -  •...  .  _!r'  -  ^U4/ 

The  Final  Lahontan  Resource  Management  Plan  (RMP/EIS)  was  completed  on 
November  8,  1984.   It  analyzed  a  proposed  rangeland  management  program,  along 
with  several  alternatives.   Upon  completion  of  the  RMP/EIS,  the  district  began 
the  last  phase  of  the  planning  process,  which  culminated  with  a  Record  of 
Decision.   The  Record  of  Decision  was  published  on  September  3,  1985  and 
outlines  the  decisions  to  implement  the  Land  Use  Plan. 

Introduction 

This  RPS  is  designed  to  inform  interested  parties  of  the  process  for 
determining  the  grazing  management  program  for  the  Lahontan  RMP/EIS 
Area.   The  process  entails  four  steps: 

1)  This  section,  which  summarizes  the  Bureau  of  Land  Management's 
proposals  for  grazing  management  and  describes  the  current 
situations  and  the  consultation  process. 

2)  The  consultation  period,  during  which  the  proposals  for 
management  will  be  reviewed  by  affected  interests. 

3)  The  issuance  of  individual  grazing  decisions  or  agreements. 

4)  The  RPS  update,  which  will  summarize  the  agreements  reached  and 
decisions  issued,  decisions  remaining  to  be  issued  and  other 
progress  to  date. 


The  Record  of  Decision  dated  September  3,  1985,  selected  the  Proposed  Action 
Alternative  discussed  in  the  Final  RMP/EIS  as  the  Bureau's  preferred 
alternative.   Grazing  use  adjustments  will  be  based  upon  the  results  of 
rangeland  monitoring.   Adjustments  will  be  made  through  agreements,  and/or 
grazing  decisions.   Priorities  for  implementing  management  by  allotment  will 
be  accomplished  through  the  selective  management  approach,  as  specified  in  the 
Final  Grazing  Management  Policy  (Washington  Office  Instruction  Memorandum 
No.  82-292).   The  criteria  for  grouping  of  allotments  is  shown  in  the  Draft 
Lahontan  RMP,  Appendix  B. 

Objectives  of  the  Program 

The  long  range  objectives  of  the  grazing  management  program  are  to  manage, 

maintain,  and  improve  the  rangeland  conditions  on  the  public  lands, 

specifically: 

a)  Maintain  a  sufficient  quantity,  quality  and  diversity  of  habitat  and 
forage  for  livestock,  wildlife  and  wild  horses  through  natural 
regeneration  and/or  artificial  methods. 

b)  Improve  the  vegetation  resource  and  range  condition  by  providing  for 
the  physiological  needs  of  key  management  plant  species. 

c)  Reduce  soil  erosion  and  enhance  watershed  values  by  increasing 
ground  cover  and  litter. 

d)  Maintain  or  improve  the  habitat  condition  of  meadow  and  aquatic 
areas.   Habitat  condition  for  any  wildlife  species  can  be  defined  as 
the  ability  of  a  specific  area  to  supply  the  forage,  cover,  water 
and  space  requirements  of  an  animal.   Habitat  condition,  therefore, 
is  a  measure  of  habitat  quality,  and  is  determined  by  assessments, 
surveys  and  studies. 


Mana g ement  Implementation 

The  rangeland  management  program  will  be  implemented  through  agreements, 
and/or  decisions.   These  will  be  initiated  through  the  consultation/ 
coordination  process  and  the  evaluation  of  monitoring  data. 

The  Consultation/ Coordination  process  will  not  necessarily  require 
participation  by  a  formal  CRMP  committee.   The  process  may  be  accomplished  in 
a  more  informal  manner,  initiated  by  either  the  BLM  or  the  range  user. 
Regardless  of  the  approach,  all  affected  interests  will  be  afforded  the 
opportunity  to  actively  participate  in  the  process. 

Priorities  for  Implementation 

The  selective  management  approach  will  be  used  to  implement  the  rangeland 
management  program.   Selective  management  classifies  allotments  into  three 
categories:  "I"  (Intensive),  M"  (Maintain),  or  "C"  (Custodial). 

Allotments  were  grouped  into  these  categories  according  to  their  management 
needs,  potential  for  improvement,  and  Bureau  funding/manpower  constraints. 
The  allotments  categories  were  determined  following  consultation  with 
interested  groups  and  individuals. 

The  "I"  Category  allotments  will  receive  the  highest  priority  for  development, 
"M"  category  allotments  will  receive  the  second  priority,  while  "C"  category 
allotments  will  be  last.   Presently,  range  improvements  are  planned  in  5  "I" 
allotments  and  6  "M"  allotments.   No  "C"  allotments  have  range  improvements 


planned  which  will  utilize  federal  funding.   Other  resource  improvement 
projects,  to  implement  activity  plans  for  wildlife,  wild  horses  or  watershed 
may  not  be  included  and  may  be  developed  independently  from  the  allotment 
rankings. 

Categories  of  allotments  can  be  changed  should  it  become  necessary.   If  an  "I* 
allotment,  for  example,  should  have  all  of  the  range  improvements  completed, 
stocking  rates  and  seasons  of  use  have  been  determined  to  be  proper,  and 
management  objectives  are  being  met,  including  condition  and  trend,  the 
allotment  could  be  reclassified  as  an  "M"  allotment.   Conversely,  should  an 
"M"  allotment  appear  to  be  deteriorating  and  management  objectives  are  not 
being  met,  it  could  be  reclassified  as  a  "I".   The  goal  is  to  have  as  many 
allotments  as  possible  in  the  "M"  Category. 


Table  I 

Lahontan  RMP/EIS  Area 

Selective  Management  Categories/Allotment  Priorities 

Management 

Priority  Category  Allotment  Name 

1  I  Dixie  Valley 

2  I  Cow  Canyon 

3  I  Edwards  Creek 

4  I  Clan  Alpine 

5  I  Hole-In-The-Wall 

6  I  Copper  Kettle 

7  M  Frenchman  Flat 

8  M  La  Beau  Flat 

9  M  Phillips  Well 

10  M  Mtn.  Well/LaPlata 

11  M  Eastgate 

M  Horse  Mountain 

M  Bass  Flat 

M  Bucky  ONeill 

M  Boyer  Ranch 

M  Lahontan 

M  Cleaver  Peak 

M  White  Cloud 

M  Salt  Wells 

M  Rock  Springs 

M  Desert  Mountain 

M  Fort  Churchill 

M  Churchill  Butte 

M  Clifton  Flat 

C  Truckee  Virginia 

C  Adriance  Valley 

Dead  Horse  Well   1/ 


Allotments  shown  with  priorities  are  those  allotments  which  have  range 

improvements  planned  which  will  use  public  funding.  Allotments  that  are  not 

ranked  do  not  have  any  range  improvements  or  financial  expenditures  currently 

planned.   Projects  which  are  constructed  will  be  at  the  expense  of  the 

permittee(s)  or  N-3  State  Grazing  Board.   Should  this  change,  it  will  be 

included  in  the  RPS  Update. 

1/  as  stated  in  the  RMP/EIS  and  ROD,  portions  of  this  allotment  will  be 

combined  with  the  La  Beau  Flat,  Phillips  Well  and  Pilot  Mtn  (Walker  R.A. ) 
Allotments. 


Implementation  of  Grazing  Use  Adjustments 


Grazing  use  adjustments,  if  necessary,  will  be  implemented  either  through 
formal  agreements  with  permittees  or  through  decisions  based  upon  monitoring 
evaluations.   On  allotments  without  sufficient  monitoring  data  currently 
available  and/or  without  an  agreement  for  grazing  use  levels,  the  following 
herbivore  grazing  levels  will  be  used  as  a  starting  point  for  monitoring 
purposes: 

Livestock   -   active  preference  or  negotiated  adjustments 

Use  levels  shown  in  the  management  objectives  in  Table  II 
represent  the  levels  indicated  in  the  Lahontan  RMP  and  do 
not  indicate  an  adjustment  in  preference. 
Wildlife    -   current  deer  numbers.   Bighorn  sheep  have  been  introduced 

into  the  Dixie  Valley  and  Mountain  Well- La  Plata  Allotments. 
Wild  Horses  -   existing  numbers  (as  of  August  30,  1982)  except  where  one 
of  the  following  conditions  exists: 

a)  numbers  are  established  by  adequate  and  supportable 
resource  data. 

b)  numbers  are  established  by  formal  signed  agreement  with 
affected  interests. 

c)  numbers  are  established  through  previously  developed 
interim  capture/management  plans,  where  the  plans  are 
still  supportable  and  Environmental  Assessments  (EAs) 
were  prepared  and  are  still  valid. 

d)  numbers  are  established  by  court  order 

e)  valid  requests  to  remove  from  private  land  are  received. 


Grazing  use  adjustments  in  the  Lahontan  RMP/EIS  area  will  be  implemented 

through  one  of  the  following  methods: 
a.   Agreements 

Where  formal  grazing  use  agreements  can  be  negotiated  adjusting 
preference,  no  decision  will  be  issued.   These  agreements  may  contain 
grazing  systems  and  will  document  initial  stocking  levels, 
periods-of-use,  regular  nonuse  to  be  taken,  allotment  management 
objectives,  the  monitoring  data  to  be  collected  and  monitoring 
procedures,  evaluations  and  the  resulting  management  actions  to  be 
taken.   These  agreements  will  be  based  upon  the  best  available  data 
but  will  not  preclude  future  use  adjustments,  intensive  grazing 
systems  or  other  practices  that  may  be  necessary  for  proper  management 
of  the  resource.   Adjustments  based  upon  additional  monitoring  data 
will  be  implemented  by  decision  or  by  updating  the  original 
agreement.   All  agreements  reached  will  be  included  in  the  RPS 
Update.   Currently  one  agreement  has  been  reached  on  the  Dixie  Valley 
Allotment  changing  the  period  of  use  from  yearlong  grazing  to  11 
months  and  suspending  551  AUMs  grazing  preference. 

In  addition,  to  agreements  which  adjust  preference,  other  agreements 
have  been  negotiated  modifying  grazing  use.   These  modifications 
include  agreements  for  temporary  non-renewable  grazing  use  and 
voluntary  non-use. 


b.   Additional  Monitoring  Data  Needed 

Where  It  appears  additional  monitoring  information  is  needed,  the 
livestock  and  wild  horse  levels  will  remain  at  the  levels  established 
by  the  land  use  plan,  until  adequate  monitoring  data  is  gathered. 
Where  activity  plans  have  not  been  developed,  monitoring  plans  Will 
include  the  following: 

1. Resource  issues 
2. Allotment  objectives 
3. Monitoring  procedures 
A. Monitoring  evaluations 

Following  collection  of  adequate  monitoring  information,  adjustments  in 
livestock  use  based  upon  the  monitoring  data,  will  be  implemented  through 
an  agreement  or  by  decision.   Agreements  and  decisions  will  be  completed 
based  on  the  allotment  priorities  established  in  the  selective  management 
approach  (Table  II). 


c.  Decisions  to  Make  Adjustments 

Where  monitoring  data  exists  to  support  grazing  use  adjustments  and  an 
agreement  cannot  be  reached,  a  decision  will  be  issued.   Such  decisions 
will  be  implemented  over  a  five-year  period.   These  adjustments  in  grazing 
use  may  include,  but  are  not  limited  to,  period-of-use,  livestock  numbers, 
kind/class  of  grazing  animals  or  a  combination  of  these  (see  Table  II). 


Progress  of  Program  Implementation 

The  following  Table  II  summarizes  progress  made  towards  program  implementation 
of  the  land  use  plan.   It  shows  objectives,  existing  stocking  levels,  existing 
use,  monitoring  plan  componenets,  range  improvements  planned,  and  program 
implementation  methods.   The  "I"  allotments  will  be  listed  first,  then  the  "M" 
allotments  and  then  "C"  allotments 


CATEGORY 


LIVESTOCK 


WILDLIFE 


WELD  BCRSES 


Allotment 
Name 

Opera  toKs) 


Initial 
Stocking 
Rate 

(ALMs)  1/ 
Active 


Mgmt. 
Objectives 


Existing 
Demand 

(ALMs) 


Mgmt. 
Objectives 


Herd 
Area 


Mgmt. 
Objectives 


busp 


Clan  Alpine  6/  8/  10/ 

Alpine  Ranching 

5250 

0 

Rosenlund 

3150 

0 

Ellison 


1680(s) 


Improve  ecological 
condition  on  appax. 
22.000  ac.  of  poor 
&  fair  condition 
range  to  provide 
Initially  for  7472 
ALIMs  of  forage 


606  Deer    Improve  to  good  or 
0  BHS     better  condition 

1700  acres  of  aquatic 
&  meadow  habitat  to 
increase  sage  grouse 
populations. 
Improve  deer  habitat 
to  good  condition  to 
provide  807  ALMs  of 
forage.  Establish 
a  biaiorn  sheep  pop- 
ulation with  estimated 
use  of  360  ALMs. 


Clan 
Alpine 


Desatoya 


Maintain  or  enhance 
habitat  to  provide 
forage  for  1750  horses 
in  herd  area.  Allot, 
comprises  60%  of  herd 
area.  50%  of  allot,  is 
in  herd  area. 
Maintain  or  enhance 
habitat  to  provide 
for  972  ALMs  forage 
for  horses.  Allot, 
comprises  40%  of  herd 
area.  5%  of  allotment 
is  in  herd  area 


Copper  Kettle  7/  11/ 
Sims 


2333 


Improve  ecological 
condition  on  approx. 
8700  ac.  of  poor  & 
fair  condition  range 
to  provide  for 
2333  ALMs  forage. 


15  Deer    Provide  21  ALMs  of 
0  BHS     deer  forage  in 
habitat  rated  in 
good  condtion 
establish  a  big- 
horn sheep  herd 
with  estimated 
use  of  240  ALMs. 


forth 
Stillwater 


Maintain  or  enhance 
habitat  providing  for 
288  ALMs  of  forage 
for  horses.  Allot, 
comprises  45%  of 
herd  area.  25% 
of  allotment  is  in  . 
the  herd  area. 


Cow  Canyon  6/ 

Casey 

650 

Siow 

1550 

Improve  ecological 
condition  on  approx. 
6800  ac.  of  poor  & 
fair  condition  range 
&  provide  Initially 
for  1822  AUMs  of 
forage. 


233  Deer    Provide  336  ALMs  of 
0  BHS     deer  forage  in  hab- 
tat  rated  in  good 
cond.  Estahlsh  a 
bighorn  sheep  herd 
with  estimated 
use  of  360  ALMs. 


Clan      Maintain  or  enhance 
Alpine    habitat  to  provide 
forage  for  1750 
horses  in  herd  area. 
Allot,  comprises  20% 
of  herd  area.  50%  of 
allot,  is  in  herd  area. 


Dixie  Valley  6 

/  7/ 

Casey 

450 

41 

Snow 

5654 

510 

Improve  ecological 
condition  on  approx. 
20.000  ac.  of  poor  & 
fair  condition  range 
to  provide  for  6094 
ALMs  of  forage.  Re- 
verse downward  trend. 


202  Deer     Provide  291  ALMs  of 
24  BIB     deer  forage  in  habi- 
tat rated  in  good 
cond.  Establish  big- 
horn sheep  herds  in 
2  HMP  areas  with  est. 
use  of  240  &  360  ALMs. 
Improve  to  good  cond. 
200  ac.  of  aquatic  & 
meadow  habitat  to  in- 
crease sage  grouse  & 
fisheries  populations. 


Clan 
Alpine 


North 
Stillwater 


Maintain  or  enhance 
habitat  to  provide 
forage  for  1750 
horses  in  HA.  Allot, 
comprises  20%  of  HA 
40%  of  allot,  is  in 
herd  area. 
Maintain  or  enhance 
habitat  providing  288 
ALMs  for  horses, 
allot,  comprises  10% 
of  herd  area.  2%  of 
allotment  is  in 
the  herd  area. 


MCNTTCRLNG 


RANGE  IMPROVEMENTS 


IMPLEMEN.  METHDD 


B/C 


Plan 
Components 


Actions 


Planned 


Number 


Type 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  10 
frequency    5 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


600  ac. 
25  mi. 
3 

1 


Brush  control 

Fence 

Cattle  Guards 

Windmill 


AMP.FMP  &  HMAP 
Reduce  utilization  on 
approx.  4%  of  allot- 
ment from  heavy  & 
severe  to  moderate  use 
through  improved 
livestock  distribution, 
and  management  of 
wild  horses. 

improve  forage  condition 
through  vegetation 
manipulation. 


1:1 


1. 

utilization 

1. 

yearly 

2. 

actual  use 

2. 

yearly 

i. 

trend 

photo  plots  1 

frequency   1 

3. 

every  3  years 

2  mi. 


Pipeline 


AMP.&  fttP 
Reduce  utilization 
on  approx. 22%  of  the 
allotment  from  heavy  to 
moderate  through  im- 
proved livestock 
distribution. 


.8:1 


1. 

utilization 

1. 

yearly 

2. 

actual  use 

2. 

yearly 

i. 

trend 

photo  plots  4 

frequency   2 

3. 

every  3  years 

5  ml. 


Fence 


AMP.mp  &  hmap 

Reduce  utilization  on 
approx.  17%  of  allot- 
ment from  heavy  to  mod- 
erate use  through  im- 
proved livestock  dlst- 
ribution  &  wild  horse 
management. 


2.2:1 


utilization 

i: 

yearly 

actual  use 

yearly 

trend 

3. 

every  3  years 

photo  plots  5 

frequency   2 

12  miles   Fence 


AMP.FMP  &  HAMP 
Reduce  utilization  on 
approx.  13%  of  allot- 
ment from  heavy  &  severe 
to  moderate  use  through 
improved  livestock 
distribution  & 
management  of  wild 
horses. 


3.3:1 


CATEGORY 


LIVESTOCK 


wrmiFE 


WILD  HCRSES 


Allotment 
{fame 

Operators) 


Initial 

Stocking 

Rate 

(AUMs)     17 
Susp~ 


jectives 


Existing 
Demand 

(ALMb) 


jectives 


Herd 
Area 


Mgmt. 
Objectives 


Active 


Edwards  Creek  8/  10/ 
Tipton 


3492 


Improve  ecological 
condition  on  approx. 
1700  ac.  of  poor  & 
fair  condition  range 
&  provide  initially 
21B1  ALMs  of  forage. 


280  Deer    Provide  402  ALMs  of 
0  BHS     deer  forage  in  habi- 
tat rated  in  good 
cond.  Establish  a 
bighorn  sheep  herd 
with  est.  use  of  360 
ALMs.  Improve  to  good 
condition  100  ac.  of 
aquatic  &  meadow 
habitat  to  increase 
sage  grouse  & 
fishery  populations. 


Desatoya   Maintain  or  enhance 
habitat  to  provide 
for  972  ALMs  forage 
for  horses  in  herd 
area.  Allot  comprises 
60%  of  herd  area.  20% 
of  allotment  is  in 
the  herd  area. 


Hole-In-The-Wall  5/  12/ 
Kelly  2675      0 


Improve  ecological 
condition  on  approx. 
2000  ac.  of  poor  & 
fair  condition  range 
&  provide  Initially 
for  1222  ALMs  of 
forage. 


47  Deer 


Provide  forage 
for  reasonable 
deer  (57  ALMs) 
in  habitat  rated 
in  good  condition. 


Augusta    Maintain  or  enhance 
habitat  providing 
IB60  ALMs  for  horses 
this  allot,  is  a  part. 
100%  of  this  allotment 
is  in  the  herd  area. 


Bass  Flats  3/ 
MHIer 


1000      0 
500  (TOR) 


Maintain  upward  trend 
&  existing  range 
condition  to  provide 
for  1500  ALMb  of 
forage. 


Bell  Flat 
Alpine  Ranching 


3600 


Maintain  existing 
range  condition  & 
trend  to  provine 
for  3600  ALMs  of 
forage. 


MONITORING 


RANGE  IMPROVEMENTS 


IMPLEMEN.  MEM)D 


B/C 


Plan 
Components 


Actions 


Planned 


Number 


TVPe 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  3 
frequency   1 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


6  ml. 
2 
1  ml 


Pipeline 

Cattleguard 

Fence 


AMP.HMP  &  HMAP 
Reduce  utilization  an 
approx.  25%  of  allot- 
ment from  heavy  to  mod- 
erate use  through  Im- 
proved livestock 
distribution. 


2.4:1 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  2 
frequency   1 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


7  mi.     Fence 


m&  &  Grazing  System 
Reduce  utilization  on 
approx.  45%  of  allot- 
ment from  heavy  & 
severe  to  moderate  use 
thru  improved  livestock 
distribution  &  manage- 
ment of  wild  horses. 


.4:1 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  5 
frequency   1 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


TNR  grazing  use  will  be 
authorized  through  agree- 
ment and  monitored. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots    4 
frequency       2 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
&  monitor. 


CATEGORY 


LIVESTOCK 


WMLIFE 


WILD  HORSES 


Allotment 

Nune 

Operator(s) 


Initial 
Stocking 
Rate 
(ALMs)     1/ 


Memt. 
Objectives 


Existing 
Demand 

(ALMs) 


Mgmt. 
Objectives 


Herd 
Area 


Mgmt. 
Objectives 


M 

Boyer  Ranch  7/  11/ 

Tamh 

Active 
2034 

busp 
0 

Maintain  existing 
range  condition  & 
trend.  Initially 
provide  for  2034 
of  forage. 

23  Deer 
0  BHS 

Provide  39  ALMs  of 
deer  forage  in  habi- 
tat rated  in  good 
cond.  Establish  a  big- 
horn sheep  herd  with 
est.  use  of  240  ALMs. 

North 
Stillwater 

Maltain  or  enhance 
habitat  providing  288 
ALMs  forage  for  horses 
in  HA.  Alot.  comprises 
45%  of  HA.  20%  of  allot, 
is  in  herd  area. 

M 

Bucky  O'Naill 
Risi 

1500 

0 

Maintain  existing 
range  condition  5 
trend  to  provide  for 
1500  ALMs  of  forage. 
Provide  for  1500 
AUMs  forage. 

0 

Improve  chukar  habitat 
&  populations  from  low 
&  medium  densities  to 
high  density. 

0 

M 

Churchill  Butte  4/ 
Hodge's  Transportation 

937 

0 

Maint.  existing 
range  condition  & 
trend  to  provide 
for  937  ALMs  of 
forage. 

0 

0 

M 

Cleaver  Peak 
Rafter  D  Ranch 

1250 

0 

Maintain  existing 
range  condtion  & 
trend  to  provide 
for  1250  ALMs  of 
forage. 

0 

Improve  chukar  habitat 
&  populations  from  low 
&  medium  densities  to 
high  density. 

0 

M 

Clifton  Flat  4/ 
Hodges  Transportation 
Rafter  D  Ranch 

180 
ISO 

0 
0 

Maintain  existing 
range  condition  & 
trend  to  provide 
for  360  ALMs  of 
forage. 

0 

0 

M 

Desert  Mtn. 
Hungerland 

840 

0 

Maintain  upward 
trend  and  existing, 
range  condition  to 
provide  for  840  ALMs 
of  forage. 

0 

Improve  chukar 
habitat  &  populations 
from  low  &  medium 
densities  to  high 
density. 

Horse 
Mtn. 

hfcaitain  or  enliance 
habitat  to  provide 
forage  for  63  horses. 
Allot,  is  25%  of  HA. 
50%  of  allot  is  in  HA. 

MONITORING 


RANGE  IMPROVEMENTS 


TMPLEMEN.  METHOD 


B/C 


Plan 
Components 


Actions 


Planned 
Number Type 


utilization 
actual  use 
trend 

photo  plots 
frequency 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


0 


HMP  &  existing 
Interdistrict  Agree- 
ment on  HMAP. 
Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
5  monitor. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  2 
frequency   1 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


Guzzler 


Existing  HMP 
Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
5  monitor. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots    1 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


Continue  existing 

fazing  management 
monitor. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots    3 
frequency       1 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


Guzzler 


Existing  HMP 
Continue  existing 

fazing  management 
monitor. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  1 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  ?  years 


Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
&  monitor. 


utilization 
actual  use 
trend 

photo  plots    3 
frequency       1 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  J  years 


Guzzler 


Existing  HMP 
Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
&  monitor. 


CATEGORY 


LIVESTOCK 


WILDLIFE 


WILD  HORSES 


Allotment 
Ifeme 

Operators) 

Initial 
Stocking 
Rate 
(AUMs)  1/ 

Mgmt. 
Objectives 

Existing 
Demand 

(AUMs) 

Mant. 
Objectives 

Herd 
Area 

Mant. 
Objectives 

M 

Eastgate  8/ 
7C  Ranch 

Active   busp 
9770    2632 

Maintain  allot- 
ment in  at  least 
fair  ecological 
condition.  Im- 
prove 2700  ac. 
of  poor  condition 
range  to  fair. 
Provide  for  9770 
AUMs  of  forage. 

47  Deer 
0  BHS 

Provide  72  AUMs  deer 
forage  in  habitat 
rated  in  good  cond. 
ition.  Establish  big- 
horn sheep  herd  with 
estimated  use  of  360 
AUMs.  Improve  to  good 
cond.  100  ac.  of 
aquatic  &  meadow  habi- 
tat to  increase  sage 
grouse  &  fisheries 
populations. 

0 

M 

Fort  Churchill 
Rafter  D  Ranch 

560 

0 

Maintain  existing 
range  condition  and 
trend  to  provide  for 
560  AUMs  of  forage 

0 

Improve  ecological 
condition  on  20  ac. 
of  riparian  habitat. 

0 

M 

Frenchman  Flat  3/ 
Rosenlund 

1750 
250  (TOR) 

0 

maintain  existing 
range  condition  and. 
trend  to  provide  for 
2000  AUMs  forage. 

0 

0 

M 

Horse  Mountain 
Rolling  A  Ranch 

3000 

0 

Maintain  existing 
range  conditions 
trend  to  provide  for 
3000  ALMs  of  forage. 

0 

Improve  chukar 
habitat  &  populations 
from  low  &  medium 
densities  to  high 
density. 

Horse 
Mtn. 

Maintain  or  enhance 
habitat  providing  for- 
age for  63  horses.  75% 
of  HA  is  in  allot.  60% 
of  allot,  is  in  HA. 

M 

LaBeau  Flat  2/3/ 
Coops 

3680 
150  (TOR) 

0 

change  allot,  bndry. 
Maintain  existing 
range  condition  & 
trend  to  provide 
for  3830  ALMs  of 
forage. 

0 

Improve  chukar  habitat 
&  populations  from  low 
&  medium  densities  to 
high  density. 

0 
0 

muniukinu 


RANGE  IMPROVEMENTS 


IMPLEMEN.  METHOD 


B/C 


Plan 
Components 


Actions 


Planned 


Number 


^pe_ 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 
photo  plots    8 
frequency        7 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


1  Storage  Tank 

2  ml.     Pipeline 

360  ac.    Brush  Control 


AMP  Implemented 
Continue  to 
monitor. 


.6:1 


1. 

2. 
3. 

actual  use 
trend 

photo  plots 
frequency 

2 

1 

1. 
2. 
3. 

yearly 
yearly 
every  3  years 

0 

Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
&  monitor. 

1. 
2. 
3. 

utilization 
actual  use 
trend 

photo  plots 
frequency 

4 
2 

1. 
2. 
3. 

yearly 
yearly 
every  3  years 

6.5  mi. 
2 

Fence 
Cattleguards 

Continue  existing      1.2:1 
grazing  management 
£  monitor. 

1. 
2. 
3. 

nt-1 11 7Jiti  m 

actual  use 
trend 

photo  plots 
frequency 

5 
1 

1. 
2. 

3. 

yearly 
yearly 
every  3  years 

1 
1 
1 

Well 

Pipeline 

Guzzler 

Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
&  monitor. 

1. 
2. 

3. 

utilization 
actual  use 
trend 
photo  plots 

1 

1. 
2. 
3. 

yearly 
yearly 
every  3  years 

7.5  mi. 
3 

1 

Fence 
Guzzlers 
Storage  tank 

Change  allotment 
boundary.  Continue 
existing  grazing 
management  &  monitor. 

CAItDURY 

LIVESTOCK 

WILDLIFE 

WILD  HORSES 

Allotment 
feme 

Initial 
Stocking 
Rate 
(AUMs)     1/ 

Mgmt. 
Objectives 

Existing 
Demand 

Mgmt-, 

Objectives 

Herd 
Area 

Mgmt. 
Objectives 

Operators) 

(AUMs) 

Active      Susp 

M 

Lahontan  3/ 
Harriman 
Snow 

375               0 

780               0 
650  (TOR) 

Maintain  existing 
range  condition  5 
trend  to  provide 
for  1805  ALMs  of 
forage. 

0 

Lahontan 

Maintain  or  enhance 
habitat  providing  for- 
age for  42  horses. 
100%  of  herd  area  is 
in  allot.  15%  of  allot, 
is  in  herd  area. 

M 

Mtn.  Well-La  Plata  7/ 
Kent 

8700               0 

Maintain  existing 
range  condition  5 
trend  to  initially 
provide  for  6860 
AUMs  of  forage. 

.62  Deer 
200  BHS 

Provide  87  AUMs  of 
deer  forage  in  habi- 
tat rated  in  good 
cond.  Maintain  a  big- 
horn sheep  herd  with 
est.  use  of  240  AUMs. 
Improve  50  ac.  of 
meadow  habitat  to 
good  condition. 

South 
Stillwater 

Maintain  or  enhance 
habitat  providing  for- 
age for  25  horses. 
100%  of  herd  area  is 
in  the  allotment. 
10%  of  allotment  is 
In  the  herd  area. 

M 

ftiillips  Well  2/3/ 
Brown 

1450 
150  (TOR) 

0 

Maint.  upward  trend 
Imp.  Allot,  bndry 
change.  Provide  for 
1600  AUMs  forage. 

0 

0 

M 

Rock  Springs 
Erquiaga 

535 

0 

Maintain  existing 
situation. 
Provide  for  535 
AUMs  forage. 

0 

0 

M 

Salt  Wells 
Iattin,  S. 
Iattin,  M. 

1146 
480 

0 

0 

Maintain  existing 
range  condition  & 
trend  to  provide 
for  1626  AUMs  of 
forage. 

0 

0 

M 

White  Cloud  7/ 
Weishaupt 

1884 

0 

Maintain  exiting 
range  condition  & 
trend  to  provide 
for  1884  AUMS  of 
forage. 

31  Deer 
0  BHS 

Provide  54  AUMs  of 
deer  forage  in  habi- 
tat ratealn  good  cond. 
Establish  a  hirfnrn 
sheep  herd  with  est. 
use  of  240  AUMs. 

0 

monitoring 


RANGE  IMPROVEMENTS 


IMPLFMEN.  MEIH)D 


B/C 


Plan 
Components 


Actions 


Planned 


Number Type 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  3 
frequency   1 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


0 


Continue  existing 

fazing  management 
monitor. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots    4 
frequency       2 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


2  mi.    Pipeline 


AMP  Implemented 
Existing  JWP 
Continue  to 
monitor. 


1.6:1 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  3 
frequency   1 


3.  every  3  years 


7.5  mi.    Fence 

(see  laBeau  Flat  Proposal) 


Change  allotment 
boundary.  Continue 
existing  grazing 
management  &  monitor. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  2 
frequency   1 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


Continue  existing 

fazing  management 
monitor. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  2 
frequency   2 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
5  monitor. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  3 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


Partial  HMP 
Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
&  monitor. 


CATEGORY 

LIVESTOCK 

WILDLIFE 

WILD  HORSES 

Allotment 
Name 

Operators) 

Initial 
Stocking 
Rate 
(ALMs)  1/ 

Mant. 
Objectives 

Existing 
Demand 

(ALMs) 

Mgmt. 
Objectives 

Herd 
Area 

Mgnt. 
Objectives 

C 

Adriance  Valley 
Magee 

Active 
1620 

busp 
0 

Maintain  existing 

range  condition  to 
provide  for  1620  . 
ALMs  of  forage. 

0 

Improve  to  good 
condition  20  ac. 
of  meadow  habitat 
to  improve  wild- 
life populations. 

0 

Efead  Horse  Well 

Allotment  will  no  longer  be  a  management  unit.  Ibrtions  of  this  allotment 
will  be  combined  with  LaBeau  Flat,  Hiillips  WELL  and  Pilot  Mta.  (Walker 
R.A.)  allotments.  Rangpllne  Agreements  will  be  Implemented  to  show  this 
change. 

C 

Horse  Springs 
I&M  Sheep  Co. 

17(XXs) 

0 

maintain  existing 
range  condition  S 
trend  to  provide  for 
1700  ALMs  of  forage. 

0 

Horse 
Springs 

Herd  Area  has 
been  declared 
free  of  wild 
horses. 

C 

Stockton  flat 
Rolling  A  Ranch 
Rlccl 

275 
225 

0 
45 

maintain  existing 
range  condition  £ 
trend  to  provide  for 
500  ALMs  of  forage. 

0 

Horse 
Springs 

Herd  Area  has 
been  declared 
free  of  wild 
horses. 

C 

Truckee- Virginia 
Kyte 

1002 

0 

Maintain  existing 
range  condition  to 
provide  for  1002  ALMs 
of  forage. 

0 

0 

MONITORING 


RANGE  IMPROVEMENTS 


TMPLEMEN.  MKTRJD 


B/C 


Plan 
Components 


Actioos 


Planned 


Number Type 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  2 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3 


0 


every  J  years 


Existing  mP 
Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
&  monitor. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  2 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


Implement  AMP 
in  conjunction 
with  Walker  R.A. 
allotments. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  2 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


Continue  existing 
grazing  management 
&  monitor. 


1.  utilization 

2.  actual  use 

3.  trend 

photo  plots  2 


1.  yearly 

2.  yearly 

3.  every  3  years 


Continue  existing 

fazing  management 
monitor. 


1/      Initial  stocking  rate  is  based  on  active  preference  or  actual  three 
years  average  use  as  described  in  the  Lahontan  RMP  except  where 
otherwise  noted.   Although  suspended  non-use  is  included  in  the  above 
table,  it  is  not  included  in  the  initial  stocking  rate  and  is  not 
authorized. 

2/      Additional  150  AUMs  in  excess  of  preference,  temporary  non-renewable 
(TNR),  are  due  to  a  portion  of  the  Dead  Horse  Well  Allotment  being 
combined  into  this  allotment.   Also,  changes  in  allotment  preference 
from  that  shown  in  the  RMP  are  also  due  to  the  proposed  allotment 
boundary  change  between  the  La  Beau  Flat  and  Phillips  Well  Allotments. 

3/      After  3  years,  if  studies  continue  to  indicate  TNR  use  continues  to  be 
available,  preference  will  be  allocated  in  this  amount  by  decision. 

4/      No  frequency  transects  were  estabished  in  "C"  category  allotments  as 
adequate  monitoring  was  taking  place  with  existing  studies.   In 
addition,  "M"  category  allotments  where  no  frequency  transects  were 
located  was  due  to  checkerboard  land  pattern  in  these  allotments.. 

5/      The  figure  of  145  head  (1740)  AUMs)  of  wild  horses  in  the  Hole-in-the- 
Wall  allotment  presented  in  the  Lahontan  Draft  RMP  was  incorrect. 
After  reviewing  the  census,  the  actual  number  of  wild  horses  counted 
within  this  allotment  was  155  head  (1860  AUMs). 

6/      AUMs  represent  reasonable  numbers  of  bighorn  sheep  in  the  Clan  Alpine 
HMP  area  of  which  this  allotment  is  a  part.  Currently,  no  bighorn 
sheep  have  been  introduced  in  this  area. 
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7/      AUMs  represent  reasonable  numbers  of  bighorn  sheep  in  the  Stillwater 

HMP  area  of  which  this  allotment  is  a  part.  Currently,  200  AUMs  are 

being  utilized. 
8/      AUMs  represent  reasonable  numbers  of  bighorn  sheep  in  the  Desatoya  HMP 

area  of  which  this  allotment  is  a  part.   Currently,  no  bighorn  sheep 

have  been  introduced  in  this  area. 
9/      Low  density  chukar  populations  are  described  as  those  containing  11-15 

birds/ sq.  mile;  medium  density  chukar  populations  are  those  containing 

16-29  birds/sq.  mile  and  high  density  populations  contain  30-50 

birds/sq.  mile. 
10/     This  herd  area  occupies  lands  administered  by  the  Carson  City  and 

Battle  Mountain  Districts.   The  figures  provided  in  the  Wild  Horse 

Management  Objectives  are  only  for  that  portion  of  the  herd  area 

located  in  the  Carson  City  District. 
11/     This  herd  area  occupies  lands  administered  by  the  Carson  City  and 

Winnemucca  Districts.   The  figures  provided  in  the  Wild  Horse 

Management  Objectives  are  only  for  that  portion  of  the  herd  area 

located  in  the  Carson  City  District. 
12/     This  herd  area  occupies  lands  administered  by  the  Carson  City,  Battle 

Mountain  and  Winnemucca  Districts.   The  figures  provided  in  the  Wild 

Horse  Management  Objectives  are  only  for  that  portion  of  the  herd  area 

located  in  the  Carson  City  District. 


11 


ISSUANCE  OF  GRAZING  DECISION 

Grazing  decisions  will  be  issued  after  release  of  this  document  to  implement 
the  land  use  plan  where  agreements  cannot  be  reached. 

RESOURCE  MONITORING  AND  EVALUATION 

The  objective  of  the  monitoring  program  is  to  gather  data  that  can  be  used  in 
the  planning  process,  in  the  development  of  resource  or  allotment  management 
plans,  and  in  evaluating  the  effectiveness  and  impacts  of  land  management 
decisions.   The  monitoring  program  will  include  range,  wildlife,  watershed, 
climate,  riparian,  and  wild  horse  studies.   The  data  collected  will  include 
actual  use,  utilization,  precipitation  and  range  condition  and  trend  studies. 

The  interpretation  and  evaluation  of  the  monitoring  information  will  provide  a 
basis  for  decisions  modifying  grazing  use  such  as  periods-of-use,  animal 
numbers,  kind/class  of  grazing  animals,  and  implementing  range  improvements  as 
management  tools. 

The  Nevada  Range  Studies  Task  Group  (1981)  monitoring  procedures  outline  the 
minimum  methods  that  will  be  used  in  monitoring.   Draft  BLM  Manual  4430,  and 
NSO  Manual  Supplements  6630  and  4730  present  additional  monitoring  methods 
which  may  be  deemed  appropriate,  depending  on  the  issues  involved  and 
management  objectives. 
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Monitoring  plans  have  been  prepared  for  all  allotments  in  the  Lahontan  RMP 
Area.   These  plans  also  include  or  are  keyed  to  wildlife  habitat  management 
plans. 

The  following  are  the  major  rangeland  elements  to  be  monitored. 

A.  Vegetation 

Condition  -  Ecological  condition  was  estimated  for  the  RMP  area,  based 
on  the  SCS  soils  survey  and  range  site  descriptions. 

Trend  -  Frequency  of  occurance  and  photo  plot  data  will  be  gathered  on 
three  to  five  year  intervals  on  key  areas  to  determine  changes  in  key 
key  plant  species  and  frequency  to  determine  progress  in  meeting 
vegetation  objectives.   Frequency  plots  have  been  established  on  all 
"I"  and  "M"  category  allotments  except  where  noted  in  Table  II.   Photo 
plots  have  been  established  on  all  allotments. 

Utilization  -  Utilization  studies  will  be  conducted  on  all  allotments 
to  determine  the  pattern  of  grazing  use  and  amount  vegetation  removed 
by  grazing  animals. 

B.  Animals 

Livestock  -  Actual  use  data  will  be  obtained  from  the  permittees 
annually.   These  records  reflect  the  number  of  kind  of  animals  grazing 
each  pasture  or  allotment  and  the  dates  grazing  use  occurs.   Livestock 
counts  are  made  periodically  to  verify  this  data. 
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Wildlife  -  Use  data  will  continue  to  be  periodically  updated  from 
Nevada  Department  of  Wildife  reports  on  animal  population  and  seasonal 
use  patterns. 

Wild  Horses  -  Wild  horses  will  be  censused  periodically.   Additional 
monitoring  will  be  initiated  to  determine  areas  of  use,  seasonal 
movement  patterns,  sex  ratios,  and  other  facets  of  population 
dynamics,  so  it  can  be  determined  if  management  objectives  are  being 
met. 

C.  Water 

Water  quality  monitoring  will  be  continued  in  accordance  with  BLM 
policies  and  Sections  208  and  313  of  the  Federal  Clean  Water  Act. 
Currently  there  are  9  water  quality  monitoring  stations. 

D.  Climate 

Data  will  be  analyzed  annually  to  estimate  the  effects  of 
precipitation  and  herbage  yields  and  for  correlations  with  forage 
utilization  studies. 
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RANGELAND  PROGRAM  SUMMARY  UPDATES 

Rangeland  Program  Summary  updates  will  be  issued  as  significant  changes  in  the 
implementations  of  the  Rangeland  Program  occur. 

The  Rangeland  Program  Summary  Update  will: 

a.  update  the  resource  conditions 

b.  summarize  the  agreements  negotiated  to  date  or  decisions  issued. 

c.  summarize  the  decisions  remaining  to  be  issued. 

d.  explain  other  progress  made  to  date. 

-  CRMP  status 

-  range  improvments 

-  grazing  systems  implemented 

-  monitoring 

e.  discuss  significant  changes  from  the  grazing  program  described  in  the 
RPS  and  give  the  reasons  for  those  changes. 

f .  discuss  the  range  program  outlook 

APPROPRIATIONS 

The  development  of  the  grazing  management  for  the  Lahontan  RMP/EIS  area  will 
depend  on  adequate  appropriations  and  manpower  for  implementation. 
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For  additional  information  about  the  Lahontan  Rangeland  Management  Program, 
please  contact  the  District  Manager,  Carson  City  District  Office,  Bureau  of 
Land  Management,  1050  East  William  St.,  Suite  335,  Carson  City,  Nevada  89701 
or  call  (702)  882-1631. 

PROTEST  AND  APPEAL  PROCEDURES 

Individuals  or  groups  who  feel  that  their  interest  might  be  adversely  affected 
by  the  proposed  decisions  and  have  so  indicated  in  writing,  may  request  copies 
of  the  proposed  decision  in  person  or  by  writing  to  the  District  Manager, 
Bureau  of  Land  Management,  1050  East  William  St.,  Suite  335,  Carson  City, 
Nevada  89701. 
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